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Minigter of Defense

Generel 'Abd sl-Hekim 'Amir, young cereer army officer, is Minlster of
Defense and Commander in Chief of the Egyptian Armed Forces. In addition,
he Bolds the title of Chief of the Joint Bgyptien-Syrien armed forces and of
ian-Saudl Arsbian armed forces. "Amir wes & member of the group of
#lcers that planned end executed the 1952 coup snd 8 key sember of
the Revolutionery Command Council (RoC). He had Deen described ss sbsolutely
loysl t9 President Nesir. There is 1ittle to indicate that 'Amir bes taken
initistive in political affeirs of siate; his grestest significsnce bas
been his role in meinteining the Army's support for Nesir and the military
regime. ‘Amir has given no evidence of hig personal politicel views. Quiet,
reserved, elmost gentle in manner, 'pmdx gives the impression of possessing
considersble intelligence and is regarded as a forceful army officer with
considersbie strategic sbility. Although there hes been no indication of &
ddmimition of his loyslty to Nesir, there vere reports that ‘Amir differed
with the Bgypiian President during the Isrvaell invasion of Sinai. Gensral
‘Amir apparently felt that Egyptien forces should not de withdrewn from
the Sinsi sves during the early stages of the hostilities. \ T 1959 /

‘pmir was born in 1919, BHe gradusted from ths Egyptisn Roysl Militery
College as an infantry offiger. "Amir vas given the imprecedented prowotion
fron mejor to major gensral to give him sppropriste renk for his sppoint -
mest as Commander in Chief in 1953. He becems Minister of Defense in 195k.
Genaral 'Amir spesks English.
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